
February 4, 2013 

 A Special Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas, 
Virginia was held at Weems Elementary School in Manassas, 
Virginia on the above date with the following present: Mayor 
Harry J. Parrish II, Vice Mayor Andrew L. Harrover, Council 
Members Marc T. Aveni, Ian T. Lovejoy, J. Steven Randolph, 
Jonathan L. Way and Mark D. Wolfe; City Manager John A. Budesky, 
Treasurer Robin R. Perkins, City Clerk Andrea P. Madden, Deputy 
City Clerk Antoinette M. Elgart, Administrative Associate Melody 
J. Hess, Public Works and Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, 
Utilities Service Manager Ana Davis, Refuse and Recycling 
Coordinator Sue Lhotka, Fire and Rescue Chief Brett R. Bowman, 
Assistant Fire and Rescue Chief Wade House, Fire Marshal Frank 
Teevan, Chief of Police Douglas W. Keen, Lieutenant Steve Neely, 
Sergeant Lowell Nevill, Crime Prevention Specialist Adrienne 
Helms, Crime Analyst Terri Hines, Neighborhood Service Manager 
Kisha Wilson-Sogunro, Senior Property Code Inspector Paul Lynch, 
Neighborhood Services Coordinator Christen Zenich, Housing 
Manager and Advocate Mickey Rhoades, and Social Worker Frankie 
Christopher. 
 
 Additional staff members from Fire and Rescue and the 
Manassas City Police Department were present. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda:  Call to Order 
 
 Mayor Parrish called for the Roll Call at 7:32 p.m. and led 
those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1. As per the attached agenda dated February 4, 2013. 
 2. Other pertinent business for the operation of the 
City. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Mayor’s Welcome 
 
 Mayor Parrish and City Council Members welcomed citizens 
to the Town Hall Meeting and encouraged those in attendance to 
ask questions and share their thoughts. 
 
 Item 4 of the Agenda:  City Manager’s Update 
 
 Mr. Budesky provided an update on the City’s budget 
process and invited all citizens to attend upcoming meetings 
and become involved.   
 



February 4, 2013 

 Mr. Budesky highlighted the City’s improved communication 
efforts, including a presence on social media, frequent media 
releases, and the development of a new website.  The “State of 
the City” address will be delivered on February 11, 2013 at 
the City Council Meeting; the format has changed and a video 
production will be presented. 
 

Item 5 of the Agenda: School Superintendent’s Update 
 
 Dr. Magouyrk updated the citizens on the happenings in 
the schools and commented on the collaborative process between 
the City and the Schools.  Dr. Magouyrk emphasized her open-
door policy and stated that she is willing to meet with 
citizens to answer questions or discuss a specific issue.  Dr. 
Magouyrk will present the School’s FY 2014 Budget at the 
February 26, 2013 School Board Meeting at City Hall. 
 
 Item 6 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time 
 
 Harlan Wahlert, a City of Manassas resident, thanked the 
City Council for all that they do for the City.  Mr. Whalert 
suggested that City Council Members be elected by 
districts/precincts in the future to ensure representation 
from all neighborhoods.  Mr. Wahlert commented on the 
importance of education to the community and stated that the 
City should provide wifi access throughout the City. 
 
 Ken Bader, a City of Manassas resident, suggested the 
schools provide students with career options that focus on the 
trades, including wood working, metal arts, automotive 
technology, and construction.  Mr. Bader stated that not all 
students are destined for college and providing students with 
job skills would be beneficial. 
 
 Richard Likness, a City of Manassas resident, shared a 
letter he received on his front door earlier in the day 
informing him that work in his front yard will occur between 
February 4 and 25, 2013.  Mr. Likness stated that he would 
have appreciated additional information and more notice, 
commenting that his yard still has not recovered from being 
torn up by Verizon. 
 
 Bob Hart, a City of Manassas resident, stated that there 
have been some very cold nights recently and he knows of three 
families who are living in their cars.  Mr. Hart asked that 
when considering budget cuts, the City Council consider the 
impact its decisions will have on the poor. 
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 Marc Lower, a City of Manassas resident, asked if the 
City would consider redefining a commercial vehicle to include 
those vehicles that are wrapped or display a company’s logo.  
Mr. Lower commended Linda Hawley for helping him report street 
light outages via the website and thanked the Utility 
Department for being so responsive.  Mr. Lower thanked 
Lieutenant Steve Neely and Adrienne Helms for their assistant 
with the Weems Neighborhood Watch program and expressed his 
appreciation for the CERT training and program provided by the 
City. 
 
 August Billones, a City of Manassas resident, stated that 
there is a parking problem in the Weems neighborhoods and the 
townhomes near Liberia do not have enough parking.  The 
parking issue has now spilled into other neighborhoods.  The 
streets and gutters do not get cleaned out because cars are 
parked along the street and leaves are not collected as 
scheduled.  Mr. Billones stated that his neighborhood is 
becoming a parking lot for other neighborhoods. 
 
 Ron Campbell, a City of Manassas resident, thanked the 
City Council for holding the Town Hall Meeting and stated that 
this is the first one he has attended.  Mr. Campbell asked 
about the elimination of 111 positions within the School 
System and increased class sizes.  Mr. Campbell asked how the 
schools were going to improve with such significant budget 
cuts. 
 
 Kitty (no last name provided), a City of Manassas 
resident, stated that a toddler recently died in her 
neighborhood and asked for the location of the suspect in the 
case.  Chief Keen responded that the suspect remains in 
custody at the Adult Detention Center (ADC). 
 
 Clyde Wimmer, a City of Manassas resident, asked the City 
Council to consider passing a Resolution in support of a ban 
on assault weapons. 
 
 A gentleman asked if it was safe to lock the doors at the 
schools.  Dr. Magouyrk noted that the doors are only locked to 
those trying to gain access from outside the school but would 
open if pushed from inside. 
 
 Ed Spall, a City of Manassas resident, stated that he no 
longer wants to scrape the bottom of the barrel and it is time 
to “pay the piper” and make investments in the City.  Mr. 
Spall stated that his top two priorities are public safety and 
the schools. 
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 Raymond Beverage, a City of Manassas resident, stated 
that the CIP is a planning document and encouraged the Council 
to keep that in mind as it moves forward in the process.  Mr. 
Beverage stated that he is a fiscal conservative but agrees 
that it is time for the City to invest in its future. 
 
 Ken Bader, a City of Manassas resident, asked what 
constitutes a substantial tax increase and suggested that 
people do not mind paying a little more in taxes if they know 
where their money is going. 
 
 Anne Judge, a City of Manassas resident, stated that she 
appreciates the low taxes in Manassas and has no issues with 
scraping the bottom of the barrel. 
 
 Harlan Wahlert, a City of Manassas resident, encouraged 
the City Council to be more conservative in their funding of 
non-profit organizations. 
 

Item 7 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff. 
 
Citizens and City staff engaged in casual and individual 

conversations after Citizens’ Time. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
 
        
  DATE APPROVED 


